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ALL EYES / ALLIES / ALL LIES 
2025 
Carbon and Acrylic on canvas. 
104 x 83 cm. 
Unique piece 
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The Sleep of Treason Produces Monsters (After Francisco Goya) 
2025 
Carbon and Acrylic on canvas. 
100 x 100 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Trebuchet (After Duchamp)  
2025 
Lost Objects (12 Self Portraits / Bird Cage) 
21 x 21 x 12,5 cm. 
Unique piece 
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NowHere 
2022  
Mirror diptych 
Unique piece 
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Ex nihilo nihil fit 866 
2023  
Watercolour on paper.  
51 x 41 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Ex nihilo nihil fit 863 
2023  
Watercolour on paper.  
41 x 51 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Ex nihilo nihil fit 587 
2023  
Watercolour on paper.  
41 x 51 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Ex nihilo nihil fit 460 
2023  
Indian ink and carborundum on paper.  
51 x 41 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Ex nihilo nihil fit 23 
2023  
Watercolour on paper.  
51 x 41 cm. 
Unique piece 
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The Fall and Expulsion 8754 
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
80 x 80 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Eloi Eloi Lama Sabachthani 9887 
2022 
Carbon footprints and acrylic on canvas.   
100 x 70 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Garden of Forking Paths 8642 
2020  
Lenticular print.  
100 x 70 cm.  
Edition of 3  
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Blind Faith No More 
1997  
Rectified lost objects (LP Records).   
70 x 33 x 9 cm.  
Edition of 3 
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Circular Ruins 7276 
2019 
Broken Bottles, C-Print, LED.  
103 x 78 x 18 cm. 
Edition of 3  
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Losing my Religion 9875 
2019  
Yakisugi and iron nails.  
54 x 54 x 45 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Wonderland IX  
2014  
Yakisugi (burned wood) and mirror.  
80 x 60 cm.  
Edition of 5 
 



c/ Mallorca, 205 
08036 Barcelona 
T. (+34) 93 451 0064 
info@adngaleria.com 
www.adngaleria.com 

Poetic Justice (Blind Faith No More) 8975  
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
110 x 175 cm.  
Unique piece 
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BlindFaithNoMore (no es santo de mi devoción) 
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
150 x 105 cm.  
Unique piece 
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Eloi Eloi Lama Sabachthani XV 
2022 
Carbon footprints and acrylic on canvas.   
200 x 150 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Eloi Eloi Lama Sabachthani XVI 
2022 
Carbon footprints and acrylic on canvas.   
200 x 150 cm. 
Unique piece 
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La Bête Humaine 556 
2022  
Rectified Lost Object. 
37 x 32 x 20 cm. 
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Ecce Homo 7864 
1993  
Rectified lost object (barbed wire).  
35 x 25 x 6 cm; 25 cm. diameter. 
Unique piece 
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The tears of Eros 
2009 
50cc of tear gas, glass and metal base. 
25 x 10 cm. diameter. 
Edition of 5 
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Live in your Head 8975  
2022  
Acrylic on canvas. 
150 x 105 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Live in your Head 7795 
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
170 x 125 cm.  
Unique piece 
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Lost in Translation (bufar i fer ampolles)  
2022  
Acrylic on wood and broken bottles. 
30 x 40 x 5 cm.  
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Lost in Translation (si no nos dejan soñar, no les dejaremos dormir) 
2022  
Acrylic on wood and broken bottles. 
39 x 50 x 5 cm.  
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Manifest 
2007 
Neon light letters installation. 
150 x 133 cm. 
Edition of 5 
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Mano a Mano 641 
2022  
Plaster of Paris and broken bottles. 
32 x 20 x 8 cm.  
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On television (violent noise) 658 
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
200 x 140 cm.  
Unique piece 
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PlayPreyPayPray 
2011 
Painted bronze and police handcuffs. 
16 x 43 x 43 cm. 
Edition of 5 
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Poetic Justice (Blind Faith No More) 3474  
2019  
Acrylic on canvas.  
200 x 125 cm.  
Unique piece 
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The Atrocity Exhibition (Fucking Hell) 874 
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
150 x 150 cm. 
Unique piece 
 



c/ Mallorca, 205 
08036 Barcelona 
T. (+34) 93 451 0064 
info@adngaleria.com 
www.adngaleria.com 

The Atrocity Exhibition (Human Fucking Nature) 4787 
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
140 x 140 cm.  
Unique piece 
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The Atrocity Exhibition 23 
2021  
Acrylic on canvas.  
150 x 150 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Vajra XIX 
2012  
Bronze  
190 x 12,5 x 13 cm.  
Edition of 3  
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Vajra XVI 
2012  
Bronze  
25 x 44,5 x 8 cm.  
Edition of 3  
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Vajra XVIII 
2012  
Bronze  
25 x 44,5 x 8 cm.  
Edition of 3  
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The Fall 3872 
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
85 x 99 cm.  
Unique piece 
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The Devil’s Advocate 85 
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
85 x 100 cm.  
Unique piece 
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AlphaBête 3692 
2013  
Acrylic on canvas.  
105 x 110 cm.  
Unique piece 
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Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea 
2012  
Acrylic on canvas.  
80 x 80 cm.  
Unique piece 
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Speak of the Devil 58 
2013 
Acrylic on canvas.  
85 x 80 cm.  
Unique piece 
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Poetic Justice (Human Fucking Nature) 758  
2022  
Acrylic on canvas.  
140 x 200 cm.  
Unique piece 
 



Cardiac Arrest 
Installation view at Museo Correr, Fondazione Musei Civici Venezia, 2023. 
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Holy Unmercenaries II 
2021 
Police batons, painting and steel base 
70 x 33 x 9 cm 
Edition of 5 
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Holy Unmercenaries I 
2019 
Police batons, painting and steel base. 
70 x 33 x 9 cm. 
Edition of 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Love, By Any Means Necessary 
2019 
Neon 
34 x 293 cm. 
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Masking Tradition 7686 
2019 
Acrylic on paper 
66 x 102 cm 
Unique piece 
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Confession of the Flesh 7682 
2019 
Acrylic on paper 
66 x 102 cm 
Unique piece 
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Confession of the Flesh 7681 
2019 
Acrylic on paper 
66 x 102 cm 
Unique piece 
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#NEW Speak (series) 
Installation view, ADN Galeria, 2019. Roberto Ruiz 
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#NEW Speak (series) 
2019 
Acrylic on canvas. 
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Brave New World (NKISI) 767 
2018 
Laser cut on stainless steel 
150 x 68 x 3 cm 
Edition of 3 
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Brave New World (NKISI) 952 
2018 
Laser cut on stainless steel 
150 x 68 x 3 cm 
Edition of 3 
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Brave New World (KOTA) 426 
2018 
Laser cut on stainless steel 
150 x 90 x 3 cm 
Edition of 3 
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Brave New World (series) 
2018 
Laser cut on stainless steel 
Installation view ADN Galeria, 2019. Roberto Ruiz 
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Brave New World 11 
2018 
Laser cut on stainless steel 
101 x 90,7 x 3,5 cm 
Edition of 3 
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Brave New World 11 
2018 
Laser cut on stainless steel 
Installation view ADN Galeria, 2019. Roberto Ruiz 

c/ Mallorca, 205 
08036 Barcelona 
T. (+34) 93 451 0064 
info@adngaleria.com 
www.adngaleria.com 



Twitlight of the Idols 9036 
2012 
Chevron tape on lost object 
42 x 12 x 12 cm. 46 x 14 x 14 cm (socle) 
Unique piece 
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Twitlight of the Idols 9036 
2012 
Chevron tape on lost object 
43 x 13,5 x 9 cm. 47 x 16 x 13 cm (socle) 
Unique piece 
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Mutus Liber 
Installation view at ADN Galeria, 2016. 
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Mutus Liber 58 
2016 
Ink on found object. 
23 x 9 x 8 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Mutus Liber 77 
2016 
Ink on found object.  
84 x 22,5  x 11,5 cm 
Unique piece 
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Wretched of the Earth - Age of Iron 
Installation view at ADN Galeria, 2016. 
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Wretched of the Earth - Age of Iron 
Installation view at ADN Galeria, 2016. 
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Мистик Супрематиз́м (Madonna) 15 
2014 
Acrylic on Canvas 
99,5 x 80 cm 
Unique piece 
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PrayPlayPreyPay 
2011 
Bronze, concrete and handcuffs. 
Intallation view at Haus der Kunst. 
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Post Pop Coño 
2011 
Pintura sobre pared / painted wall  
380 x 55,5 cm  (variable size) 
Exhibition view at ADN Galeria 
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Master Mistress of my passion VII 
2010 
Jesomite and glass 
Intallation view at Haus der Kunst. 
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La Sainte Vierge 604 
2009 
Ink on paper. 
268 x 408 cm. 
Unique piece 
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La Sainte Vierge 604 
2009 
Vista de la exposición / exhibition view, ADN Galeria 
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Postpunkpaganpop 
2008 
Mirrors and razor mesh. 
Intallation view at Haus der Kunst. 
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Kannibale (Henri Matisse) 17 
2007 
Ink on paper. 
4 parts: 204 x  132 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Kannibale (Chemical Brothers) 5 
2007 
Ink on paper. 
102 x 65,5 cm. 
Unique piece 
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Post Pop Fucking Fuck 52 
2006 
Bola de espejos y pintura / paint on mirror ball  
53 x 53 x 53 cm  
Unique piece 
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Post Pop Fucking Fuck 23 
2006 
Bola de espejos y pintura / paint on mirror ball  
53 x 53 x 53 cm  
Unique piece 
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Post Pop Fucking Fuck 23 
2006 
Bola de espejos y pintura / paint on mirror ball  
Vista de la instalación / exhibition view, ADN Galeria, 2019. Roberto Ruiz 
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Hanging piece 
1996 
Objet trouvé. 
Intallation view at Haus der Kunst. 
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Signs Taken For Wonders (Hexagon) VIII 
1995 
Defensas policiales / truncheons 
Edition of 3 
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Signs Taken For Wonders (Hexagon) VIII 
1995 
Defensas policiales / truncheons 
Edition of 3 
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KENDELL GEERS  
 
Descrivint-se a si mateix com “AniMystikAKtivist”, Kendell Geers (Johannesburg - Sudàfrica, 1968) 
s'aproxima a un art que reuneix diverses tradicions afro-europees, incloent animisme, alquímia, 
misticisme, ritual i activisme soci-polític, tot barrejat amb humor negre, ironia i una bona dosi de 
contradicció cultural. Carregat d'espiritualitat, políticament inquiet i socialment compromès, el treball 
de Kendell Geers no és europeu ni africà sinó un diàleg metafísic entre les cultures de tots dos 
continents, en el qual intervenen i es barregen els seus signes arquetípics i símbols sagrats. Kendell 
Geers va aparèixer en l'escena artística internacional a finals dels anys vuitanta i des de llavors el seu 
treball ha estat presentat en biennals i institucions de tot el món. Va representar Sud-àfrica en la 
Biennal de Venècia de 1993, la primera exposició internacional multiracial i multicultural que va marcar 
la fi de l'Apartheid. Va participar en la Documenta 11, curada per Okwui Enwezor, i a la darrera 
Documenta 14. A més, ha exposat el seu treball en les biennals de Taipei, l'Havana, Venècia, 
Johannesburg, Kwang Ju, Sao Paolo, Xangai i Istanbul entre moltes altres. 
  
 
Describiéndose a sí mismo como “AniMystikAKtivist”, Kendell Geers (Johannesburgo - Sudáfrica, 1968) 
se aproxima a un arte que reúne diversas tradiciones afro-europeas, incluyendo animismo, alquimia, 
misticismo, ritual y activismo socio-político, todo mezclado con humor negro, ironía y una buena dosis 
de contradicción cultural. Cargado de espiritualidad, políticamente inquieto y socialmente 
comprometido, el trabajo de Kendell Geers no es europeo ni africano sino un diálogo metafísico entre 
las culturas de ambos continentes, en el que intervienen y se mezclan sus signos arquetípicos y 
símbolos sagrados. Kendell Geers apareció en la escena artística internacional a finales de los años 
ochenta y desde entonces su trabajo ha sido presentado en bienales e instituciones de todo el mundo. 
Representó a Sudáfrica en la Bienal de Venecia de 1993, la primera exposición internacional multirracial 
y multicultural que marcó el fin del Apartheid. Participó en la Documenta 11, curada por Okwui 
Enwezor, y la reciente Documenta 14. Además, ha expuesto su trabajo en las bienales de Taipei, La 
Habana, Venecia, Johannesburgo, Kwang Ju, Sao Paolo, Shanghai y Estambul entre muchas otras. 
 
 
Describing himself as an ‘AniMystikAKtivist’, Kendell Geers (Johannesburg - South Africa, 1968) takes a 
syncretic approach to art that weaves together diverse Afro-European traditions, including animism, 
alchemy, mysticism, ritual and a socio-political activism, and it is laced with black humor, irony and 
cultural contradiction. Spiritually charged, politically poignant and socially engaged, the work of 
Kendell Geers cannot be categorized as either European or African, but is rather a prolonged 
metaphysical dialogue between cultures, archetypal signs and sacred symbols. Kendell Geers appeared 
on the international art scene at the end of the 1980s and since then his work has been presented at 
biennials and institutions from around the world. He was one of the artists who represented South 
Africa at the Venice Biennial in 1993, the first multiracial and multicultural international exhibition to 
mark the end of the Apartheid era. He presented his work in both Okwui Enwzeor’s Documenta 11 as 
well as the most recent Documenta 14. He has presented work on the Taipei, Havana, Venice, 
Johannesburg, Kwang Ju, Sao Paolo, Shanghai, Istanbul and many other Biennials around the world. 
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KENDELL GEERS (Johannesburg - South Africa, 1968)  
 
 
EXPOSICIONES INDIVIDUALES / SOLO SHOWS  
 
2023 
BlindFaithNoMore, ADN Galeria, Barcelona. 
Soirée #3, ADN Galeria, Paris. 
 
2022 
Spookrider, Uitstalling Art Gallery, Genk. 
The Plague is me, Eric Mouchet Gallery, Paris. 
Flesh of the Spirit, Carpenters Workshop Gallery, Paris. 
 
2021 
Voëlvry, Capital C, Amsterdam. 
 
2020 
Ornamentum et Krimen, M77, Milano. 
In Gozi We Trust, Institut Supérieur Des Beaux Arts, Besançon. 
In Gozi We Trust, Stephen Friedman Gallery, London. 
In Gozi We Trust, Carpenters Workshop Gallery, Paris. 
 
2019 
In Gozi We Trust, Goodman Gallery, Johannesburg. 
#iPROtesttHEReforeIam, ADN Galeria, Barcelona. 
 
2018 
Voetstoots, Galerie Ron Mandos, Amsterdam. 
 
2017 
AfroPunk, Galerie Rodolphe Janssen, Brussels. 
Paris Art Fair, ADN Galeria, Paris. 
 
2016 
ProPaganDaDa. ADN Galeria. Barcelona. 
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2015 
SeaSonSinHell, Gallery ACB, Budapest. 
Guild International Design Fair, Cape Town. 
 
2014 
Ani/Mystik/Aktivist, Goodman Gallery, Cape Town. 
The Intoxication of Being Kendell Geers, unTUBO, Siena. 
Crossing the Line, Stephen Friedman Gallery, London. 
Solve et Coagula, Galerie Yvon Lambert, Paris. 
 
2013 
AlphaBête, Galerie Rodolphe Janssen, Brussels. 
Stealing Fire From Heaven, Galerist, Istanbul. 
Kendell Geers 1988-2012, Haus der Kunst, Munich. 
 
2012 
Songs of Innocence and of Experience, Goodman Gallery, Johannesburg. 
The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, Chateau Blandy-les-Tours, Melun, Paris. 
 
2011 
Hellraiser, ADN Galeria, Barcelona. 
Fin de Partie, Galleria Continua, Beijing. 
No Government, No Cry, CIAP, Hasselt. 
Art Unlimited, Basel Art Fair, Basel. 
 
2010 
Third World Disorder, Goodman Gallery, Cape Town. 
Handgrenades from my heart, Galerie Rodolphe Janssen, Brussels. 
 
2009 
A Guest + A Host = A Ghost, Stephen Friedman Gallery, London. 
Irrespektiv, Museo di Arte Moderna e Contemporanea di Trento e Rovereto (MART), Turin. 
The Wasteland, Galerie Yvon Lambert, Paris. 
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2008 
PrayPlayPray, Oficina Para de Arte A.C. Guadalajara, Jalisco. 
Irrespektiv, MOCA, Musée d'Art Contemporain, Lyon. 
Irrespektiv, Da2 Domus Artium, Salamanca. 
PostPunkPaganPop, dePury & Luxembourg, Zurich. 
 
2007 
Kannibale, Yvon Lambert, Paris. 
Irrespektiv, BALTIC, Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead. 
Irrespektiv, Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele Kunst (S.M.A.K.), Gent. 
Auto-da-fe, B.P.S.22 space for contemporary creation, Charleroi. 
 
2006 
The word made flesh, Stephen Friedman Gallery, London. 
 
2005 
Satyr:Ikon, Galleria Continua, San Gimigano. 
The Fall, Sorry we're closed, Brussels. 
Hung, Drawn and Quartered, Aspen Art Museum, Aspen. 
 
2004 
Hung, Drawn and Quartered, Contemporary Art Center, Cincinatti. 
The Forest of Suicides, MACRO Museo d'Arte Contemporanea Roma. 
Sexus, Cimaise et Portique, Albi. 
In the Flesh, Salon 94, New York. 
 
2003 
NOITUR(LOVE), Castello di Ama per l'arte conyemporanea Lecchi in Chianti. 
Inferno, CCA Kitakyushu Project Gallery, Japan. 
TerroRealismus, Migros Museum, Zürich. 
The Prodigal Son, Goodman Gallery, Johannesburg. 
Rogue States, Stephen Friedman Gallery, London. 
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2002 
Grenzgänger, Galerie Luis Campana, Koln. 
Mondo Kane, Galleria Continua, San Gimigano. 
A Spy in the House of Love, Camouflage, Brussels. 
Sympathy for the Devil, Palais de Tokyo, Paris. 
 
2001 
Where Angels Fear to Tread, Delfina Project Space, London. 
Televisionaries, Württembergischer Kunstverein and Schloss Solitude, Stuttgart. 
 
2000 
Timbuktu, MAK Museum, Vienna. 
¡Ya Basta!, Le Consortium, Dijon. 
Ex Africa Semper Aliquid Novi, Marian Goodman Gallery, Paris. 
Arte all'Arte V edizione, Volterra. 
SHOOT, Inova, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Milwaukee. 
Art Unlimited, Basel ArtFair, Basel. 
 
1999 
States of Emergency, Vienna Secession, Vienna. 
Heart of Darkness, South African National Gallery, Cape Town. 
Kendell Geers, Stephen Friedman Gallery, London. 
Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea, Project Rooms, ARCO, Madrid. 

 
1998  
Guilty, Fort Klapperkop, Pretoria. 
98.3, ArtPace, San Antonio, Texas. 
Heart of Darkness, Gallery in the Round, Grahamstown. 
 
1997 
Memento Mori, de Vleeshal, Middelburg. 
 
1996  
Black on the Inside (with Neil Goedhals), Galerie Metroplex, Johannesburg. 
16 June 1976 (with Willie Bester), Goodman Gallery, Johannesburg. 
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1995 
Work on Paper, Chalkham Hill Press Gallery, Johannesburg. 
W.C., Villa Arson, Nice. 
 
1994 
Air de Paris, Everard Read Contemporary & ICA & Market Theatre Galleries, Johannesburg. 
We are Johannesburg Artists and Nothing More, Michaelis Art Gallery, Cape Town. 
 
1993  
The New Patron, Everard Read Contemporary, Johannesburg. 
Threshold: The Exhibition, Everard Read Contemporary, Johannesburg. 
Objects, Natal Technikon Art Gallery, Durban. 
 
1991 
Mediations, Goodman Gallery, Johannesburg. 
 
1988  
Box Theatre, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. 
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EXPOSICIONES COLECTIVAS / GROUP EXHIBITIONS  
 
2025 
ARCO Madrid, ADN Galeria, Madrid 
Everything is true, nothing is permitted, Brutus Space, Rotterdam 
 
2024  
We protect you from yourselves, ADN Galeria, Barcelona. 
ARCO, ADN Galeria, Madrid. 
Art Brussels, ADN Galeria, Brussels. 
 
2023 
Globalisto, Fragments of a community, 31 Project, Paris. 
The Clown Spirit, Traveling Exhibition, Galleria Mucciaccia, Roma. 
Imago Iustitiae. Capolavori attraverso i secoli, Museo Correr, Venezia. 
Au bout de mes rêves, Tripostal, Lille. 
Basel Art Fair, Stephen Friedman Gallery. 
Les Marcel. Collection R. Patt, Le Botanique, Brussels. 
 
2022 
Home is Where the Art is, Poort-Visser Collection, Kunsthal Rotterdam. 
Avant que j’oublie..., Exposition Ephémère, Ixelles, Brussels. 
Setouchi Triennale 2022, Setouchi. 
Power + Praxis, La Cité International des Arts, Paris. 
Planet B: Climate Change and the New Sublime, Palazzo Bollani, Venice. 
The Circus We Are, Delta Museum, Namur. 
Bienvenue dans le desert du reel, la Collection Lambert, Avignon. 
VIOLENCE & COMPASSION, Saint Martin’s Church, Kortrijk. 
Power! Light! Kunstmuseum Wolfsburg, Wolfsburg. 
 
2021 
Glasstress, The State Hermitage Museum, Saint Petersburg. 
Statements, group show  curated by Stefano Raimondi, Bergamo. 
Fuck you! Kunsthuis Harelbeke, Belgium. 
Video Forever #45 Performance (1st Part), Les Filles du Calvaire, Paris. 
Garden of Senses, Mario Mauroner Contemporary Art Salzburg.  
Bronze Bronze Bronze, Carpenters Workshop Gallery, Southampton. 
Luttes et utopies 1971-2021 50 ans d'Art engagé, Musée de Millau et des Grands Causses. 
Lasting Influences, Goodman Gallery, Johannesburg. 
Salon Globalisto, curated by MO LAUDI , Bonne Espérance Gallery, Paris. 
Bye Bye His-Story, Chapter 5050, Le Centre de la Gravure et de I˙Image imprimēe, La Louvière. 
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ARCO, ADN Galeria, Madrid. 
Paradise Kortrijk, The Triennale of Kortrijk. 
Höhenrausch (Like in Paradise)’, OÖ Kulturquartier, Linz. 
Trauma, Bruges Triennial. 
 
2020 
Inhuman, Circuito del Contemporaneo, Barletta. 
ARCO, ADN Galeria, Madrid. 
25 Years, Stephen Friedman Gallery, London. 
Just like paradise, OK Offenes Kulturhaus, Hohenrausch 2020, Linz. 
Fonction Critique 2, Aperto, Montpellier. 
 
2019 
Dysfunctional, Galleria Giorgio Franchetti alla Ca’d’Oro, Venice Biennale. 
Liquid Existences, Giudecca Art District, Venice Biennale. 
Disturbing Narratives, Parkview Museum, Singapore. 
Dysfunctional, Carpenters Workshop Gallery, Venice Biennale. 
Dark Fantasy, Carpenters Workshop Gallery, Los Angeles. 
Habiter l’intime, Works on Paper, Foundation Thalie, Brussels. 
5994 is just a number, ADN Galeria, Barcelona. 
Art Brussels, ADN Galeria, Brussels. 
ARCO, ADN Galeria, Madrid. 
 
2018 
Believe, MOCA, Toronto. 
Talisman in the Age of Difference, Stephen Friedman Gallery, London. 
Surrogates, Goodman Gallery, Johannesburg. 
The Road to Justice, MAXXI, Rome. 
Black Mirror, Mario Mauronier Gallery, Salzburg. 
Bric-à-Brac- The Jumble of Growth, Galleria Nazionale d'Arte Moderna, Rome. 
ARCO, ADN Galeria, Madrid. 
 

2017 
UNTITLED Miami, ADN Galeria. 
Ecce Homo, Marion de Cannière gallery, Belgium. 
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DaDA Africa, PERFORMA17, WhiteBox, New York. 
SAW 3, Clandestine Exhibition, Vienna. 
Artistry and Methods - Drawing as Art, Art as Drawings. China Academy of Art, Hangzhou. 
How to say it the way it is! South Dublin Arts Centre, Ireland. 
Superdemocracy, Belgium Senate, Brussels. 
The Silences Between. Goodman Gallery, Cape Town. 
OH LES BEAUX JOURS!  Biennale 9, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium. 
All Things Being Equal..., Zeitz Museum of Contemporary African Art (Zeitz MOCAA) ,Cape Town. 
BXL Universel, Centre Wallonie-Bruxelles, Paris. 
NSK State Pavilion, 57th Venice Biennale. 
ANTIDORON - The EMST Collection, Documenta 14, Fridericianum, Kassel. 
And what, for example, am I now seeing? Autodisporsi, Galleria Continua, Les Moulins, Boissy-le-Châtel. 
Afriques Capitales. Gare Saint Sauveur, Lille3000, France. 
Mementos: Artists’ Souvenirs, Artefacts, and other Curiosities. 35th Art Brussels, Brussels. 
Person of the Crowd: The Contemporary Art of  Flânerie. The Barnes Foundation, Philadelphia. 
Living in Dreams. De Bond, Bruges. 
Il Cacciatore Bianco / The White Hunter. FM Centro per l’Arte Contemporanea, Milano. 
Du Verbe à la Communication. Collection Josée and Marc Gensollen, Carré d’Art, Nîmes. 
 
2016 
Lines of Passage (in medias res), The Municipal Art Gallery of Mytilene. 
Comme si de rien n’était, jardins du Musée Van Buuren, Brussels. 
BRIC-á-brac, The Jumble of Growth, Today Art Museum, Beijing. 
11th edition of the Shanghai Biennale, Shanghai. 
BXL Universel, La Centrale Electrique, Brussels. 
La Traversée des inquiétudes, Le Lab - Labanque, Béthune. 
Tribal, Carpenters Workshop Gallery, Paris. 
Football: A la Limite du Hors Jeu, Le Musée d'Aquitaine, Bordeaux. 
New Revolutions, Goodman Gallery’s 50th Anniversary, Goodman Gallery, Johannesburg. 
Portrait de l’artiste en alter, FRAC Normandie Rouen. 
Les Possédés, Friche La Belle de Mai, Marseille. 
GlassFever, Dordrechts Museum, Dordrechts. 
A History: Contemporary Art from the Centre Pompidou, Haus der Kunst, Munich. 
Hacking Habitat, Art of Control, Internationale Kunstmanifestatie, Utrecht. 
Punk. Its Traces in Contemporary Art, MACBA, Barcelona. 
Les Mondes Inversés, BPS22, Charleroi. 
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2015 
Follia Continua! Les 25 ans de la Galleria Continua. Cent-quatre, Paris. 
THEOREM. You Simply Destroy the Image I Always Had of Myself. MANA Contemporary, New Jersey. 
Give me a mask and he will tell you the truth. Galerie Rodolphe Janssen, Brussels. 
Punk. Its Traces in Contemporary Art. CA2M, Madrid. 
The Poetry In Between: South-South. Goodman Gallery, Cape Town. 
Ground Floor Up (RED). BANK, MABSociety, Shanghai. 
 
2014 
Odd Volumes. Book Art from the Allan Chasanoff Collection, Yale University Art Gallery. 
As I Run and Run, Happiness Comes Closer. Hotel Beaubrun, Paris. 
Alchemy. West Bund Art & Design, Shanghai. 
Der Leone Have Sept Cabeças. CRAC Alsace. 
Slow Future. Centrum Sztuki Współczesnej Zamek Ujazdowski. 
One Shot! Football e Arte Contemporânea. Museu Brasileiro da Escultura, São Paulo. 
Michelangelo e il Novecento. Fondazione Casa Buonarroti and Galleria Civica di Modena, Florence. 
And The Trees Went Forth to Seek a King. Museum on the Seam. 
La Disparition des Lucioles. Prison Sainte-Anne, Avignon. 
The Divine Comedy: Heaven, Hell and Purgatory, MMK, Frankfurt. 
Selected Jewels from Paris/London. Galerie miniMasterPiece, Paris. 
The Drawing Room. Magasin III, Stockholm. 
Ruffneck Constructivists. ICA, Philadelphia. 
Insert2014: new models for common ground, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, New Delhi. 
 
2013 
My Joburg, Staatliche Kunstsammlungen Dresden. 
Post Mortem. Forde, Geneva. 
Transformator. Festival van de metamorfose, Zwevegem. 
Endgame. Galleria Continua, Les Moulins, Boissy-le-Châtel. 
Beyond Liaisons. World Jewellery Museum, Seoul. 
Artificial Amsterdam. The City as Artwork, De Appel, Amsterdam. 
My Joburg. La Maison Rouge, Paris. 
Monkey Business. Galerie Sophie Scheidecker, Paris. 
From Picasso to Koons: The Artist as Jeweler, BAAS museum of Art, Miami. 
Blago Bung 8, Emily Harvey Foundation, New York. 
Heart of Darkness, NEON, Athens. 
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2012 
Sexe, Argent et Pouvoir. La Maison Particulière, Brussels. 
From Picasso to Koons: The Artist as Jeweler. IVAM. Valencia. 
The Progress of Love. The Menil Collection, Houston. 
Dark Garnaal. Galerie Rodolphe Janssen, Summer project Villa Knokke, Belgium. 
The Rainbow Nation: contemporary South African sculpture. Museum Beelden aan Zee, EL Den Haag. 
NEWTOPIA: The State of Human Rights. Mechelen and Brussels. 
MANIFESTA 9. Genk, Limburg. 
Struggle(s). Maison Particulière, Brussels. 
Néon, Who’s afraid of red, yellow and blue ? La Maison Rouge, Paris. 
 
2011 
From Picasso to Koons: The Artist as Jeweler, MAD, The Museum of Arts and Design, New York. 
CON AMORE- Leif Djurhuus collection, ARoS Aarhus Art Museum, Aarhus. 
Nunc et in Hora Mortis Nostrae, Galerie Rodolphe Janssen, Brussels. 
Mémoires du futur, la collection Olbricht, La maison Rouge, Paris. 
Spheres 4, Galleria Continua, Les Moulins, Boissy-le-Châtel. 
Super-Organism, CAF Art Museum Biennale, Beijing. 
Terrible Beauty—Art, Crisis, Change & The Office of Non-Compliance, Dublin Contemporary. 
How to Philosophize with a Hammer, curated by Paul Zamudio, Whitebox Art Center, New York. 
Glasstress, collateral event of the 54th Venice Biennale, Venice. 
Eat Me, Goodman Gallery, Cape Town. 
The Luminous Interval: The Daskalopoulos Collection, The Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao. 
Celluloid Brushes, Etablissement d'en Face, Brussels. 

 
2010  
Dominó Caníbal, Proyecto de Arte Contemporáneo Murcia. 
Bern Biennale, The Museum of Fine Art in Bern, Switzerland. 
The 29th Bienal de São Paulo, Brazil New Monuments, Middelheimmuseum, Antwerp. 
Lebenslust und Totentanz, Kunsthalle Krems, Krems. 
UltraMegaLore-Fashion Icon, Het Modemuseum Hasselt. 
One Shot! Football and contemporary art, BPS22 espace de création contemporaine, Charleroi. 
Contemplating the Void, Guggenheim Museum, New York. 
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The Right to Protest, Museum on the Seam: Socio-Political Contemporary Art Museum in Jerusalem. 
UltraMegaLore - Fashion Icon Testimony, Modemuseum Hasselt, Hasselt. 
Strengths and Convictions, Nobel Peace Center, Oslo. 
Lust and Vice: The Seven Deadly Sins from Dürer to Nauman, Bern. 
México - esperado/inesperado, Espace de création contemporaine, Charleroi. 
Viaggio in Italia, Palazzo Fabroni, Pistoia. 
 
2009 
Dark Summer, Galerie Rodolphe Janssen, Brussels. 
Time of the Signs, de Pury & Luxembourg, Zurich. 
SCRATCH! , ADN Galeria, Barcelona. 
Visions of paradise: utopias | dystopias | heterotopias, Berezdivin Collection, Espacio 1414, Puerto Rico. 
Spheres 2009, Galleria Continua, Le Moulin, Paris. 
Locus Solus, Galerie Yvon Lambert, Paris 
Dark Summer, Galerie Rodolphe Janssen, Brussels. 
Une collezione trasversale, Da Duchamp a Nino Calos. Spazio Fausto Radici, Alzano Lombardo. 
A House is Not a Home, La Calmeleterie, Amboise. 
Time of the Signs, de Pury & Luxembourg Gallery, Zürich. 
Signals in the Dark: Art in the Shadow of War, Model Arts and Niland Gallery, Sligo. 
 
2008  
Wall Rockets: Contemporary Artists and Ed Ruscha, The FLAG Art Foundation, New York. 
Betwixt, Magasin 3, Stockholm. 
pendre la crémaillère, Sommer & Kohl, Berlin. 
Artist-Citizen / Contextual artistic practices, Cultural Centre of Belgrade. 
Chambre à part II, La Réserve, Paris. 
7+1Project Rooms,MARCO, Museo de Arte Contemporànea de Vigo. 
Collection Agustin et Isabel Coppel, Mexico: Expected/Unexpected, La Maison Rouge, Paris. 
NEON, group show curated by Tania Doropoulos, Gallery Anna Schwartz, Sydney. 
Neon Bible, Collection Yvon Lambert, Avignon. 
Person of the Crowd: The contemporary Art of Flânerie, Neuberger Museum of Art, New York. 
Signals in the Dark: Art in the Shadow of War, Blackwood Gallery, University of Toronto at Mississauga. 
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2007 
African Pavilion, 52nd Biennale di Venezia, Venice. 
Global Cities, Turbine Hall, Tate Modern, London. 
J'embrasse Pas, Collection Yvon Lambert, Avignon. 
Passage du Temps, Collection François Pinault Foundation, Lille. 
Werchter Rock Festival, Amuseevous project, Werchter. 
Hidden Cities, Third International Architecture Biennale Rotterdam. 
L'emprise du lieu, Domaine Pommery, Reims. 
One Colour, Galleria Continua, Beijing. 
The Freak Show, Musée d'art contemporain de Lyon. 
Stock Zero, Or The Icy Water Of Egoistical Calculation, Moscow Biennale of Contemporary Art. 
1 Biennal of the Canaries islands, Tenerife. 
Emerging Wor(l)ds, The Prague Contemporary Art Festival, Prague. 
Il faut rendre à Cézanne..., Collection Yvon Lambert, Avignon. 
 
2006 
A Fiction of Authenticity-Contemporary Africa Abroad. The Art Museum of the University of Houston. 
One Star Stop, Galerie Erna Hécey, Brussels. 
SD Observatory, IVAM, Valencia. 
Take A Walk On The Wild Side, de Pury & Luxembourg, Zürich. 
Images Publiques, 1ère Triennale d'art public, Liège. 
Ballkünstler, Museum der Bildenden Künste Leipzig. 
The Flip Book Show, Fotomuseum, Antwerp. 
Taste. In Viaggio Con Le Diversità Del Gusto, Stazione Leopolda, Firenze. 
Metropolitanscape, Il paesaggio urbano nell'arte contemporanea, Palazzo Cavour, Turin. 
Looking both ways. Museum of the African Diaspora, San Francisco. 
 
2005  
Ten Year Anniversary Exhibition, Stephen Friedman Gallery, London. 
Dionysiac, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris. 
War is over 1945-2005 la libertà dell'arte da Picasso a Warhol a Cattelan, GAMeC, Bergamo. 
ADAM, International exhibition of contemporary art, Smart Project Space, Amsterdam.  
Expérience de la durée, Biennale d'art contemporain de Lyon 2005, Lyon. 
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Leaps of Faith, Nicosia. 
Daumenkino, The Flip Book Show, Kunsthalle Dusseldorf. 
CCA Kitakyushu Artist's Books, Galerie Christophe Daviet-Thery, Paris. 
Brussels South Airport, Krinzinger Projekte, Vienna. 
Manmano, Galleria Continua, Beijing. 
Looking both ways, Gulbenkian, Lisbon. 
Looking both ways, City Art Centre, Edinburgh. 
 
2004  
Wall Drawings, MMSU, 16th International Drawings Exhibition, Rijeka. 
Terminal 5, John F. Kennedy International Airport, New York. 
Stock Zero-Opera, MNAC, Bucharest. 
Art in the Age of Terrorism, Millais Gallery, Southampton. 
Channel Zero, Netherlands Media Art Institute, Amsterdam. 
Democracy is fun, White box, New York. 
Transcultures, National Museum of Contemporary Art (EMST), Athens. 
Tijdelijk verblijf/Séjour Ephemère/temporary residence, Stedelijk Musea Kortrijk. 
Ipeg bild.ton.maschine, Künstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin. 
Art Unlimited, Galeria Continua, Basel ArtFair, Basel. 
Visions of Paradise, João Ferreira Fine Art, Cape Town. 
Looking both ways, Cranbrook Art Museum, Michigan. 
Looking both ways, Peabody Essex Museum, Salem. 
Cremers Heap Everyday Life, Process, Actions, Westfälisches Landesmuseum, Münster.  
Les Afriques, Tri Postal, Lille. 
 
2003  
TerroRealismus, Migros Museum, Zürich. 
Looking Both Ways, The Museum for African Art, New York. 
Synopsis 3-Testimonies: between fiction and reality, EMST, Athens. 
Black President: The Art and Legacy of Fela Anikulapo-Kuti, New Museum, New York. 
A Fiction of Authenticity: Contemporary Africa Abroad, Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis. 
Observatório # 5, Costa Reis Compilação de Arte Africana Actual, Camouflage. 
Sted//Place Sydafrika//Denmark, Asbaek, Copenhagen. 
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M_ARS - Art and War, Neue Galerie am Landesmuseum Joanneum, Graz. 
HardCore, Vers un Nouvel Activisme, Palais de Tokyo, Paris. 
Handlungsanweisungen, Kunsthalle Wien project space, Vienna. 
Opening Gallery Beaulieu, Oudenaarde. 
Poëzie Zomer, Opzij van het kijken, Watou. 
African Exile Museum, Migros Museum, Zürich. 
A Prove d'Ascolto, Galleria Civica di Arte Contemporanea, Trento. 
Time, art and architecture, Biennale of Valencia. 
Coollustre, Collection Lambert en Avignon. 
Next Flag, Hans Bogatzke Collection, B.P.S.22, Charleroi. 
Thatcher, The Blue Gallery, London. 
Salon des Refusés, Fondazione Bevilacqua La Masa, Venice. 
Sted//Place Galerie Asbæk & Kastrupgardsamlingen, Copenhagen.  
Observatorio #5 Camouflage, Brussels. 
Next Flag, B.P.S.22, Charleroi. 
Video-Zone@LX, Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon. 
 
2002  
Documenta 11, Kassel. 
Trauma, Museum of Modern Art, Oxford. 
Tutto Normale, Villa Medici, Rome. 
The Short Century, PS1, New York. 
Editionen Part One/2002, Galerie & Edition Artelier, Graz. 
Tutto Casino, Villa Medici, Rome. 
Video-Zone, 1st International Video-Art Biennial, Tel Aviv. 
Refuge Tilflukt, Henie Onstad, Oslo. 
Handlungsanweisungen - Instructions for Actions. Kunsthalle Vienna. 
...privat, CHARIM GALERIE; Vienna. 
zeichen > <sprache, Galerie Grita Insam, Vienna. 
Enactments of the Self, Steirischiser Herbst, Graz. 
Surviving Apartheid, Maison Europenne de la Photographie, Paris. 
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2001 
ARS 01, Kiasma, Helsinki. 
Marking the Territory, The Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin. 
Recasting the Past: Beneath the Hollywood Tinsel, Main Art Gallery, Fullerton. 
The Short Century. Museum Villa Stuck, Munich. 
The Short Century. House of World Cultures and Martin-Gropius-Bau, Berlin. 
The Short Century. Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago. 
The Short Century. P.S.1 and The Museum of Modern Art, New York. 
Locus Focus, Sonsbeek, Arnheim. 
Skulptur-Biennale im Münsterland, Kloster Gravenhorst, Horstel. 
Casino 2001, 1st Quadriennial of Contemporary Art, S.M.A.K., Ghent. 
Trauma. Dundee Contemporary Arts, Dundee. 
Trauma. Firstsite, Colchester. 
Trauma. Museum of Modern Art, Oxford. 
Konverzacija, Centre for Contemporary Arts, Belgrade. 
In cold blood, State University of New York and New Palz. 
Short Stories, Fabbrica del Vaporeo, Milan. 
Berlin Biennale, Jannowitzbrücke, Berlin. 
 
2000 
Pusan International Contemporary Art Festival 2000, Pusan. 
Arte all'Arte V edizione, Volterra. 
The Sky is the Limit, Taipei Biennial, Taipei. 
3 Räume-3 Flüsse, Hann. Münden, Kassel. 
The Invisible Touch, Kunstraum Innsbruck. 
VideoBrasil International Electronic Art Festival, Sao Paulo. 
Acts of Resistance, Koldo Mitxelena Kulturunea, San Sebastian. 
Untitled (Sculpture), Luhring Augustine, New York. 
Inverse Perspectives, Edsvik konst och kultur, Sollentuna. 
Positions Attitudes Actions, Foto Biennale Rotterdam. 
Atmosfere Metropolitane, Openspace, Milan. 
Memórias íntimas Marcas, MUHKA, Antwerp. 
Continental Shift/For R.EAL, Bonnefantenmuseum, Maastricht. 
Home, Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth. 
Micropolitiques, Le Magasin, Grenoble. 
South Meets West, Kunsthalle Bern. 
HB First View, Camouflage, Johannesburg. 
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1999 
Zeitwenden, Kunstmuseum Bonn. 
Bodies of Resistance, Real Art Ways, Hartford. 
South Meets West, National Museum, Accra. 
Five Continents and One City, Museo de la Ciudad de Mexico. 
High Red Centre, Centre for Contemporary Art, Glasgow. 
Power, Galerie für Zeitgenossische Kunst, Leipzig. 
Global Conceptualism: points of Origin 1950s-1980s, Queens Museum of Art, New York. 
 
1998 
Memórias Íntimas Marcas, Instituto de Arte Contemporânea, Lisbon. 
Europa Afrika, 7 Triennale der Kleinen Plastik Südwest LB, Stuttgart. 
Dark Continent. Bard Center for Curatorial Studies, New York. 
Cross/ing, Track 16 Gallery, Santa Monica, University Galleries, Florida Atlantic University. 
Medialization, Edsvik konst kultur, Sollentuna. 
 
1997 
Alternating Currents, Johannesburg Biennale. 
Cross/ing, University of South Florida Art Gallery, Tampa, Florida. 
Unplugged II, Rembrandt van Rijn Art Gallery, Market Theatre, Johannesburg. 
Purple and Green, Pretoria Art Museum, Pretoria. 
 
1996  
Inclusion Exclusion, Kunstlerhaus, Graz, Austria. 
Simunye (We Are One), Adelson Galleries, New York. 
Colours, Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin. 
Unplugged, Rembrandt van Rijn Gallery, Market Theatre, Johannesburg. 
The Young and the Restless, Sandton Art Gallery, Sandton. 
 
1995 
On the Road, Africa95, Delfina Studios, London. 
Mayibuye iAfrika, Bernard Jacobson Gallery, London. 
Outside/Inside, Johannesburg Biennale, Johannesburg Art Gallery. 
 
1994  
Vita Art Now, Johannesburg Art Gallery. 
Un Art Contemporain d'Afrique du Sud, Galerie de l'Esplanade, La Defence, Paris. 
Identita e Rappresentazioni Cartografiche, Museo Nazionale Preistorico Etnografico Luigi Pigorini, Rome. 
The Netherlands Against Apartheid, Amsterdam's Historisch Museum, Amsterdam. 
Zuiderkruis. Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam. 
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COLLECTIONS 
 

BPS22, Charleroi, Belgium. 

Centre Pompidou, Paris, France. 

Chicago Art Institute, Chicago. 

Johannesburg Art Gallery, Johannesburg. 

MACRO Museum, Rome. 

Magasin III - Museum & Foundation for Contemporary Art, Stockholm. 

MARTa Herford Museum, Herford. 

MAXXI Museum, Rome. 

M HKA - Museum of Contemporary Art, Antwerp. 

EMST - National Museum of Contemporary Art, Athens. 

SDMA - San Diego Museum of Art, San Diego. 

S.M.A.K, Ghent. 

South African National Art Gallery, Cape Town. 

UNISA Art Gallery, Pretoria. 

Wits Art Museum, Johannesburg. 

A/Political, London. 

Collection Lambert, Avignon. 

David Roberts Foundation, London. 

D. Daskalopoulos Collection, Athens. 

Gencor (Billiton), Johannesburg. 

Isabel et Agustín Coppel Collection, Mexico City. 

Linda Pace Foundation, San Antonio. 

Marc and Josee Gensollen collection, Marseille. 

Mark Vanmoerkerke collection, Ostend. 

Margulies Collection, Miami. 

Olbricht Collection, Berlin. 

Sindika Dokolo Foundation, Luanda. 

SAFFCA, Southern African Foundation for Contemporary Art, Bordeaux. 

Vanhaerents Art Collection, Brussels. 

Wendy Fisher Foundation, London. 
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AnimystikAktivist. Kendell Geers 
Mercatorfonds: Belgium, 2018 

Punk : sus rastros en el arte contemporáneo  
Madrid : CA2M Centro de Arte Dos de Mayo, 2015 

The word is art 
Michael Petry 
Thames & Hudson: London, 2018 
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Kendell Geers 1988-2012 
Prestel Verlag: Munich, 2013 

Kendell Geers. The Marriage of Heaven and Hell 
Château de Blandy-les-Tours, 2012 
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Kendell Geers. Fin de partie 
Galeria Continua: Beijing, 2011 



Irrespektiv. Kendell Geers 
SMAK de Gand; BPS 22 de Charleroi; Baltic Flour Mills de 
Newcastle; Musée d'Art Moderne et Contemporain de 
Trente; Musée d'Art Contemporain de Lyon. 
Barcelona: Bom Publishers, 2007 

Fingered  
/ by Kendell Geers ; edited by Kurt Vanbelleghem 
Brussels : Tikiriki Publications, 2005 
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The plague is me 
/ by Kendell Geers  
Onestar press: Paris, 2003 



Kendell Geers : my tongue in your cheek 
Dijon : Presses du réel; Paris : Réunion des musées 
nationaux, 2002 

Resistencias : Kendell Geers ... [et al.]  
Donostia : Gipuzkoako Foru Aldundia : Koldo Mitxelena 
Kulturunea, 2000 
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The word is art 
Michael Petry 
Thames & Hudson: London, 2018 
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Ràdio web MACBA. SON[I]A podcast.  
Interview with Kendell Geers. October 11th 2016 

#231. Kendell Geers (43' 48'') 
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SUNDAY TIMES, March 2015 
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The very earliest European maps depicted a simplified view of the world, consisting of Europe, Asia and Libya divided by the 

Mediterranean Sea, the Nile River and the Black Sea flowing out from the Phasis River. Apart from the misguided notion that the world 

was flat, the map certainly illustrated the fact that from the very earliest image of the world, Africa (Libya) was an integral and essential 

component of the European imagination and worldview. Centuries before that, Pliny the Elder fondly noted “ex Africa semper aliquid 

novi,” being, “always something new coming out of Africa.” In his book, ‘The Natural History’, he mentions, amongst other interesting 

facts, the existence of white skinned African tribes. Long before Pliny, the Egyptians created art, architecture and a sophisticated culture 

with a religious worldview that is unparalleled even to this day; the world’s most impressive and mythical library was said to be in 

Alexandria. Moreover, it is no secret that the origin of humankind began in Southern Africa and then moved north. So why is it that we are 

still asking this question about Africa and its identity as if it is something that still needs to be determined and then justified? 

 

The Europe versus Africa question is very tired and relies on clichés and insecurity in order to pass. I have witnessed way too many 

contemporary African artists claim that Picasso stole his language from Africa, and yet very few of those same artists could explain which 

ethnic group created the masks Picasso was quoting, much less understand their original religious or social function. The French would 

surely not get away with saying that Picasso “stole” his cubist ideas from Cezanne, so why do we even tolerate such a one- dimensional 

reading on our African continent? The sociological and cultural cliché that such a discussion demands is colonial to the core, for it 

reduces the long history of an entire continent to a graphic element based upon a European misreading of African masks. 

 

It has long served the interests of a very few people, both African and others, to define the continent according to colonial parameters. 

Ever since the Berlin Conference of 1884, in which a few European countries drew up the borders for the entire African continent, the 

same European interests have been trying to determine and control what Africa can and cannot be. A handful of European and African 

curators, writers, historians and opportunists have taken it upon themselves to speak for a continent of at least 55 countries, set on 

controlling who and what gets to be ‘African’ or not. 
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The criteria by which Africa is understood rarely considers the African identity of Christiaan Barnard performing the world’s first open heart 

transplant in Cape Town, or Mark Shuttleworth, one of only two space tourists, or J.M. Coetzee, the only writer who ever won both the 

Nobel Prize for literature as well as the Pulitzer Prize; twice. Are Academy Award winner Charlize Theron, Interview Magazine editor Ingrid 

Sichy, and founder and curator of Performa festival Roselee Goldberg not African? William Kentridge and Marlene Dumas are amongst the 

highest priced and best-selling artists on the planet and both have very deep African roots. 

 

There are those who may even argue that these are all white Africans and therefore do not count, but they would also conveniently forget 

that the most powerful person in the entire art world today is Okwui Enwezor. It is no secret that the ‘Documenta XI’ model in Kassel, the 

most important global showcase of international art, was conceived and born in Norwood, Johannesburg. Some may even suggest that 

Yinka Shonibare, Olabisi Silva, Adel Abessemed, Kader Attiah and Ghada Amer are not ‘African’ anymore on account of the fact that they 

no longer live on the continent. They will find every reason to ignore everything that does not fit into the image of Africa as an 

unsophisticated culture, unable to exist outside of a pre-literate, animistic and backward continent of Noble Savages. It should be added 

that this perception of animism is, not without coincidence, a very watered-down tourist reading of the deep, profoundly true mysteries of 

life; engaging with it demands more respect and attention than the gatekeepers and custodians have the strength or time for. 

 

This conception and image of Africa and ‘Africanness’ that we are constantly being forced into a discussion about, has been way too 

influenced by the criteria laid down by people like André Magnin and Jean Pigozzi who, in putting together their collection, stated that 

African artists should be formally untrained, for any training at all would destroy their “natural talent.” Why are we still locked into a debate 

about Africa in racist terms that disqualify intelligence, excellence and vision in favour of racist fantasies? 

 

The discussion surrounding “authentic” versus “inauthentic” African art grows out of the academic reading of classical African art, and 

seeps through every discussion of the contemporary. It is massively divisive to try to exclude the Arabic North and the White South as 

“inauthentic,” just as it would be blinkered to suggest that the classic Egyptian and Ethiopian traditions are more European than they are 

African. Such discussions are only possible if you accept the colonial borders drawn up in 1884 and buy into the European definitions of 

“authentic.” Is it not enough that you were born and raised in Africa in order to be considered African, and could any self-respecting artist 

even imagine creating an inauthentic work of art? Moreover, why should artists of colour be excluded from the discussion, when Kara 

Walker, David Hammons, Otolith Group, Steve Maqueen, Stan Douglas and Carrie Mae Weems are often even better versed in the African 

traditions than their continental counterparts? 

 

No sooner does one take off from Johannesburg International Airport than one acquires the label ‘ex-South African’, as if one’s identity is 

something that may be discarded like an old set of clothes. This kind of xenophobia is a hangover from the apartheid era and is really 

nothing more than a rusty old nail that pins ones foot to the blood-red-soiled earth of our history. 

 

Given the African diaspora, and given that today there is a South African emigrant or exile in just about every corner of the world, imagine 

the strength to be gained from embracing identity in an open-source manner rather than constantly drawing attention to our old apartheid 

inferiority complexes. Instead of looking for differences to define everything that we cannot be, it might be worth our effort to crawl out from 

beneath the laager wheels and embrace Africa as a continent large enough to support difference, contradiction and dissent. Why do we 

demand of ourselves to justify our continental identity when we are happy to accept that Europe, North and South America and Asia are 

vast continents inhabited by billions of people with different identities that need never be justified? Has any European artist ever been 

asked to define the authenticity of their European art? 

 

I was thinking about your questions as I watched the FIFA world cup final, and thought about the irony that the German soccer team 

included players of Turkish as well as African descent (in addition to the blonde-hair-blue-eyes stereotype) yet nobody dared to ask any of 

them to prove how ‘German’ or ‘European’ they are. Why do we always try so damn hard to disqualify our artists with the non-discussion of 

identity by playing into the hands of the European goalkeepers of cultural politics? Is identity not something that we simply are and could 

not escape even if we tried? 

 

The world has changed; cultural definitions and borders are constantly being called into question today as Nike, Adidas, Microsoft, Apple, 

Ikea, Nokia and Sony melt down every difference in sweatshops around the planet, in order to make us all walk, talk, look and think the 

same. Rather than a discussion about what makes contemporary African Art authentic or not, surely the more pressing issue is about the 

possible role that art can play in the age of global meltdown and spiritual bankruptcy? 

 

Kendell Geers is a South African conceptual artist, living and working in Brussels, whose work is often seen as a response to horrid socio-

political conditions. Using a wide variety of media, from painting to sculpture and installation, Geers layers materials as he layers ethical, 

aesthetical and spiritual questions. His work explores the boundaries of what is permissable and questions the most basic concepts of 

identity, power and language. 
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Desember 2009 
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